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losis as a contagious disease of animals? The Com- 
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Tue TUBERCULOSIS 


On another page will be found the recommenda- 
tions of the Commission. So far as they go they 
are useful and practical, but of course the important 

int is—What will the Government do with them ? 
Will they be ignored as was the report of the Depart- 
mental Committee that recommended compulsory 
notification and isolation after scheduling tubercu- 


mission limited its enquiry to the danger to man 
from food derived from tuberculous animals, and left 
the question of danger to other animals with the 
mere suggestion that stockowners who cared to use 
tuberculin should be assisted to do so. But the 
Commission says “ All precautions against the com- 
munication of tubercular disease to human beings 
from the consumption of meat or milk of diseased 
animals must be regarded as temporary and uncer- 
tain palliatives so long as no attempt is made to re- 
duce the disease among the animals themselves.” 
With this confession before them Government can 
hardly limit their administrative procedure to a cheap 
supply of tuberculin when they frame a measure to 
“reduce the disease among animals.” We may look 
forward with some certainty to a law which will in- 
sist on proper inspection of meat, and also to a 
systematic veterinary inspection of cowsheds. Pro- 
bably also power will be given to Local Authorities to 
carry out the tuberculin test of herds and the separa- 
tion of those animals that react. As an inducement 
to stockowners this will be done gratuitously, but 
there is a condition, viz., ‘‘ that owners will under- 
take to isolate reacting animals from healthy ones.” 
How is this condition to be enforced ? 

A voluntary system will be unworkable except upon 
the premises of stockowners who have wealth and 
great accomodation. Unless the isolation of ‘ re- 
acters’ is strictly enforced, the gratuitous assistance 
will only be a help to those who desire to clear their 
premises of diseased animals by passing them on to 
a purchaser. If, on the contrary, there are penalties 


for neglect to isolate, the farmer will probably prefer 
toemploy his own veterinary surgeon and pay for 
the work of testing, untrammelled by an eel 
inspector. 

Owners of cattle may be divided into three classes | 
—farmers, cowkeepers, and butchers. The Com- | 
mission seems sympathetic to one class only—the | 
farmer. This gentleman has the landed interests to | 
back him and the agricultural societies to voice his’ 
grievances. The other two classes have no powerful | 
friends to protect them, so they may expect a full 
share of inspection, interference and loss, but no’ 
compensation. We strongly suspect that when | 
Parliament is asked to legislate on these lines the 
butchers and cowkeepers will show that their 
interests are not to be ignored. 


| doubt of its condition can be entertained. 


H 


Anrurax Practice, 


_ The difficulties of dealing with this disease in prac- 
tice are very prominently demonstrated by the two 
extracts from newspapers we print this week. 

In one (page 652) a stock-owner had a steer die 
suddenly. The local authority diagnosed anthrax 
and ordered the carcase to be buried immediately. 
The sale of milk from the farm was forbidden and 
other annoyances and injuries inflicted. Then it was 
found that the cause of death was not anthrax, and 
the local authority repudiated all claim for com- 
pensation. 

In the other (page 653) a farmer had a cow die 
suddenly in a field and made a post-mortem examina- 
tion—assisted by an unqualified cattle doctor—to 
find out the cause of death. The cause was found 
to be anthrax, and the local authorities instituted a 
criminal prosecution against the owner and _ his 
“doctor.” The magistrates refused to convict. 

This rather looks like placing the stock-owner be- 
tween the devil and the deep sea. Sudden death of 
animals is not such a rare event that every case may 
be presumed to be due to anthrax, and a post-mortem 
examination is often expedient to guard against 
failure to recognise poison, either accidentally or 
maliciously administered. The majority of out- 
breaks of anthrax make their appearance with one 
solitary death, and it is rather a large order to require 
every sudden death to be ‘suspected”’ of anthrax. 
And yet ordinary prudence and the Diseases of 
Animals Act seem to require something of the sort. 

Clause VII of the Anthrax Order says ‘‘ In no case 
shall the skin of the carcase be cut nor shall any- 
thing be done to cause the effusion of blood.” The 
clause applies to animals “affected with or suspected 
of anthrax.’”’ The question then arises what is the 
meaning of the word “suspected ’’ and we turn for 
information to the fifty-ninth section of the Diseases 
of Animals Act. Not much help is given here, for 
all we find is—‘‘ suspected’ means suspected of 
being diseased.” When an animal is declared “a 
suspected animal” by an inspector under the Act no 
But when 
an animal is to be looked upon as “ suspected ”’ by its 
owner is not so clear. _It is not sufficient for him to 
say he did not know, or never suspected, for the Act 
in Section 57 requires that when an owner does not 
know he shall try and obtain that knowledge. The 
exact words are—when a person is charged with an 
offence ‘he shall be presumed to have known of the 
existence of the disease unless and until he shows to 
the satisfaction of the Court that he had not know- 
ledge thereof, and could not with reasonable diligence 
have obtained that knowledge.” This clearly means 
that when veterinary assistance is available it should 
be sought, and that neglect to obtain the assistance 
of an expert is equivalent to want of “ reasonable 
diligence.” 
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Such strictness in the law seems at first sight 
rather oppressive, but the stock-owner has always the 
protection against conviction of the common sense of 
the magistrate. He has also the right to supplement 
his own knowledge by calling in the veterinary in- 
spector of the local authority without incurring any 
charge. In the case we referred to at the com- 
mencement of this article the official inspector made 
a mistake, but he was not a member of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons and so the local au- 
thorit y ought in all fairness to be responsible. 

As to the common prudence which dictates the 
advisability of looking upon sudden death among 
stock as probably due to anthrax, we cannot do better 
than refer to the masterly paper which Professor 
McFadyean recently read before the Western Coun- 
ties Veterinary Society. The Professsor says ‘‘ The 
opening of the carcase of an animal supposed to have 
died of anthrax ought to be forbidden by law until a 
microscopical examination by some competent person 
has proved that the disease was of another nature.” 
.... “EKvery case of sudden unexpected death in 
cattle, sheep, or horses ought to be suspected of 
anthrax until the contrary is ascertained.” 

A counsel of perfection cannot always be put into 
practice, but when effusion of blood is dangerous to 
the operator and capable of infecting the place upon 
which it is shed it should be avoided by all possible 


means. -When unavoidable it should be counteracted | 


by strong disinfectants, or when possible by burning 
straw or shavings on the place soiled by diseased 
blood. 


Even with the exercise of great prudence and} 


reasonable diligence mistakes will occur. Authori- 
ties will prosecute men for offences of which they 
were not cognizant, and the magistrates must temper 
law with common sense. Authorities will some- 
times make mistakes, and then they should behave 
with liberality to their victims. A strict law, harshly 
enforced defeats its own object, and the notification 
of disease is not favoured by a policy of driving so 
much as by one of inducement. 


The case of “ Perforation of Intestine by Strongylus 
Tetracanthus,” which appeared in the issue of April 23rd, 
was contributed by Mr. J. Dunstan, M.R.C.VS., St. 
Mellion, Cornwall. 


A PRURIGINOUS AFFECTION OF CATTLE. 
By James Surru, M.R.C.V.S., Huntingdon. 


As no other practitioner has troubled you with an 
account of a similar case to those quoted by Mr. 
Hedworth Golledge, a short history of the following 
case, which appears to be absolutely identical with 
those already mentioned, may be of interest. . 

A message was received from a client at St. Ives 
on the evening of December 29th, 1897, asking me 
to see a cow which was ill. I found my patient, a 
red shorthorn cow, three or four months pregnant 
with her third calf, was down, looking very excited. 
Pulse 90, temperature 104. Both sides of the chest 
and both quarters were abraded and bleeding. I was 
informed this condition had been brought about by 
the cow constantly licking herself. She was made 


to rise but did so with great difficulty, the exertion 
causing the symptoms to be much aggravated. When 
up she stood with back urched aud knuckled over a; 
the fetlocks, and in other ways gave evidence of 
paralysis. She was kept standing until a rug could 
be put on her, with the idea of preventing her lick. 
ing herself and then went down again. I gave her 
a dose of aperient medicine with a sedative with 
orders for the latter to be repeated. I saw the cow 
again the day following and she was then evidently 
dying from congestion of the lungs. She died dur. 
ing the day. J 

The case was unique in my experience and I was 
much puzzled with it. At the time I was inclined 
to attribute the disease to some altered condition of 
the blood. The idea of rabies never entered my 
mind and I am quite convinced this disease did not 
exist. There is a large herd of dairy cows on the 
farm and neither before nor since has a similar case 
occurred. 


CONGENITAL HYDRO-CEPHALUS IN A 
CALF. 
By W. M. Scorr, M.R.C.V.S., Bridgwater. 


In the beginning of March of this year a nine hour 
old calf was brought to me with a fluctuating tumour 
hanging from the frontal aspect of the cranium. At 
the inner canthus of the left eye the membrane 
nictitans protruded between the eyelid to the sth of 
an inch. Save for this point and the dropsical 
tumour above mentioned the subject was perfectly 


normal. Moreover locomotion was not interfered 
with, and all the natural functions performed. 

Mode of Operation.—The tumour was lanced at its 
most dependent part, a sero-sanguineous fluid being 
evacuated to the extent of 40oz. 


The swelling collapsed, the skin was shaved at its 
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base, an antiseptic applied, and the loose tissue re. 
moved, leaving only sufficient skin to extend across 
the wound. The instruments were sterilized and the 
hands aseptised. 

On removing the superfluous skin it was found 
there was an upheaval of the dura mater which lined 
the inner surface of the tumour. This was care- 
fully dissected, upon which the brain was exposed 
to the extent of 2 inches by 8. The lower border of 
the aperture stopping at the upper margin of the 
ethmoidal bones. The tapering margins of the bones 
surrounding the apertures were extremely thin and 
friable. The dura mater was now carefully sutured 
{continuous sutures) across the brain with catgut, 
and in like manner the edges of the skin were brought 
into apposition. The whole wound was dusted with 
pulv. iodoform co. et eucalyptus, a pad of carbolised 
lint closely applied, save at the lower end of the ver- 
tical wound which was left open to permit of serous 
drainage. A hood was made with four holes in it 
(2 for the eyes and 2 for the ears). This was boiled 
in an antiseptic and applied in such a way as to 
cause & little frontal pressure. This was left in posi- 
tion for three days. At the end ‘of which time the 
hood and lint were removed, the wound dressed with 
weak sol. of liq. carb. detergens, dusted with iodoform 
and fresh lint reapplied. ‘The wound was now 
dressed once daily, and apparently healed by first 
intention. 

Up to the time of writing the patient is out at 
grass following its mother, and to all appearance in 
perfect health. The frontal region is slightly swollen 
and soft to the touch, but the wound has perfectly 
healed. 

Remarks.—I am not in a position to hazard an 
opinion as to what the eventual issue will be, but am 
afraid that developmental progress taking place at the 
site of operation will cause material changes, not 
only in the brain itself but also in the bones surround- 
ing the aperture. 1 will, however, keep up a close 
supervision upon the animal’s progress. /n passant 
it is a fact worthy of comment that the cow delivered 
herself without any assistance. 

. ig shall be glad to hear the result of this operation.— 
D.|. 


COMPENSATION AS A SANITARY 
MEASURE. 


Although every one is prepared to admit the value 
and unavoidability of evolution in general knowledge, 
there is a prevalent idea that change of opinion in 
an individual is a sign of weakness or wickedness. It 
is not long since the science of medicine accepted 
blood-letting as good treatment for inflammatory and 
febrile diseases. We all remember the days when 
contagious disease was traced to vague atmospheric 
causes ; and the “ process of mellowing ”’ which has 
brought us to accept organismal invasion as the true 
cause is usually looked upon as a progressive step. 
We admit as good the collective mellowing of opinion 
but we incline to deride the ripening of views held by 
individuals. And there is philosophy in the distinc- 
tion. No one is called upon to try and defend the 
ancient and exploded views of the mass; whilst the 
errors of the man at least show that he either was 
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Wrong or is wrong. The individual who expresses 
one view in 1888 and another in 1898 deserves to 
have them compared, for the comparison may be use- 
ful in proof of ignorance or unfairness. It may be 
evidence that he had not grasped his facts or that 
be was unable to draw acorrect inference from them. 
At any rate it shows the danger of committing 
opinions to paper and the folly of so expressing them 
that no verbal room is left for afterwards explaining 
them in any direction which may be expedient. 

For some years | have been trying to show that 
the payment of compensation, as a sanitary measure 
against glanders, is right and expedient—when 
accompanied by other regulations best calculated to 
stamp out the disease. Possibly I have not always 
expressed my views or criticised those of opponents 
with becoming modesty—a fault which always brings 
its own reward by damaging the cause one has at 
heart. 

In the last number of Jownal of Comparative 
Pathology the editor does me the honour of quoting 
some sentences of mine written in 1887 and my only 
complaint is that he does not quote enough. Says 
the editor—‘‘ Mr. Hunting’s opinions with regard to 
the equity of compensation or the advisability of it as 
an inducement to notification of the existence of 
glanders, would appear to have undergone a process 
of mellowing since he published his little work on 
glanders.”” Then follow three quotations. The first 
is :— 

“T cannot approve of charging the ratepayer to 
stimulate men in protecting themselves. The horse- 
owner who will not give notice of the disease can be 
dealt with otherwise than by bribes from the rate- 
payer. The penal clauses of the Act are sufficient if 
enforced.” 

The paragraph immediately preceding this, but not 
quoted, was as follows :— 

‘« If the compensation were limited to one-fourth 
the value of the horse, there is an argument for | 
such a tax upon the ratepayer. It would encourage 
men to report the existence of disease in their 
studs at the earliest moment, and so would hasten 
the time at which glanders would be extinct in the 
country.” 

The second quotation is :— 

“ (landers is incurable, its existence is a source of 
danger to man and other animals, therefore there is no 
hardship when the State compels the slaughter of 
diseased horses.” 

When this was written, there was no law compel- 
ling the slaughter of farcy, and the term ‘ glanders ”’ 
meant a clearly developed clinical case. I still think 
there is no hardship in slaughtering these animals 
without payment of a sum in compensation exceeding 
that which might be obtained for the carcase. My 
original agitation was for ‘compensation and 
slaughter for farcy.”. When the Board of Agricul- 
ture included farcy for slaughter with glanders it was 
found inexpedient, if not impossible, to make any 
distinction between the two forms of the disease, and 
so compensation was permitted for both. 

The third quotation is :— 

“No horse-owner of large experience who has 
suffered much from glanders will contradict me when 
I say that the man is ‘in pocket’ who destroys every 
case as soon as he sees it.” 
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The truth of this statement I still recognise, but I 
deny that it is in any way opposed to the justice and 
expediency of paying compensation. If we substitu- 
ted ‘‘ cattle-plague”’ or ‘‘ pleuro-pneumonia’”’ for the 
word glanders in the paragraph its truth would be 
equally applicable, and yet no one would have accep- 
ted it as an argument against compensation for the 
stamping out of those diseases. 

I hope experience has taught me something since 
1887. I think it has, and I am willing to allow that 
my more recent opinions are the most mature. The 
discovery of mallein has completely revolutionised 
the methods of dealing with glanders. By enabling 
us to detect every diseased animal in a stud it has 
provided a means by which we can stamp out glan- 
ders as quickly and as certainly as wholesale slaughter 
stamped out pleuro-pneumonia and (compensation 
included) at a hundredth part of the cost. Only the 
inertia of the Board of Agriculture stops the way. 

W. Huntine. 


EMBRYOTOMY KNIFE AND HOOKS. 
By Gero. Frep. Goocu, M.R.C.V.8S., Stamford. 


I have pleasure in bringing 
to the notice of the profession 
new kinds of double embryo- 
tomy knife and hooks, which 
have been tried and found of 
excellent service by several 
practical veterinary surgeons. 
Hither instrument is very light, 
yet strong, measures 27 inches 
long, and the screw which 
works the knife or hooks is 
enclosed in a metal case only 
one inch in diameter. 

The advantages claimed for 
these instruments over those 
previcusly used are that the 
hooks or knife can be opened 
or closed whilst in sitw by the 
operator’s assistant, simply by 
turning a cross handle outside 
the vulva either to the right 
or left. 

The knife or embryotome 
consists of two slightly con- 
| eave blades made to meet at 
their points when closed, and 
so fitted that the cutting edge, 
when the instrument is with- 
drawn from the uterus after 
being closed upon any limb, 
holds like a double-jointed 
hook until the part is severed, 
which is done by simply pull- 
ing the cross handle. There is 
no possibility of injuring the 
maternal parts by either the 
knife or hooks. 


The Instruments are patented and will be known 
as ‘* Gooch’s External Screw Embryotome and 
Hooks.” The sole maker is Mr. Huish, of Fisher 
Street, London, W.C. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Tue Microse or Bovine Contacious PLevro-Pnev- 
MONIA AND Its Cuxtivation.—By MM. Nocarp and 
Roux, with the collaboration of MM. Boren, Saum. 
BENI, and Dusarpin-BEauMETZz. 


Sacs of collodion, filled with bouillon previously 
inseminated with a trace of pleuro-pneumonic sero- 
sity are carefully sealed and inserted into the periton- 
eal cavity of rabbits. After 15 to 20 days they contain 
an opal liquid which is slightly turbid and albumin. 
ous. This liquid neither contains cells nor bacteria 
cultivable in ordinary bouillons. 

Microscopical examination under a very high 
power (about 2000 diameters) and powerful illumina- 
tion shows infinite small refringent and mobile points 
of such a degree of fineness that it is impossible even 
after coloration to exactly determine their form. Care 
was taken that a second sac containing the identical 
bouillon minus the pleuro-pneumonic serosity was in- 
serted into the peritoneal cavity of the same rabbit 
so as to assure oneself that the modifications found in 
the liquid of the first sac was not due purely and 
simply to the osmotic exchanges which take place in 
the vicinity of its wall. It was found in effect 
that the liquid of this sac had conserved its trans- 


| parency and primitive limpidity. 


In reality, the mobile and refringent points of the 
inseminated liquid, so numerous that in despite of 
their extreme fineness they had rendered this liquid 
opalescent, were living organisms which had grown 
infinitely in consequence of the modifications under- 
gone by the culture liquid, and thanks to the 
obstacle effected by the wall of the collodion 
to the phagocytary action. What proves it is this, 
that if one inserts two sacs of inseminated collodion 
into the peritoneum of a second rabbit, the first with 
a trace of opal liquid thus obtained, the second with 
several drops of the liquid previously heated, and 
consequently containing no organisms, comports 
itself like the sac receiving no serosity and its con- 
tents remain limpid and transparent, whereas the 
other soon becomes opalescent and containing the 
innumerable refrangent points described above. 

With the opal liquid obtained from the fertile sac 
of the second rabbit, fresh sacs are inseminated and 
inserted into the peritoneum of the third rabbit, and 
so on successively, and the identical results are 
always obtained. But itis prudent to use several sacs 
for every passage as rupture of the sac is very fre- 
quently produced. 

Very often the rabbits become very thin at the 
time when it is wished to destroy them; sometimes 
even they succumb before the day fixed for the 
autopsy and then they are found in a profound state 
of cachexia being nothing more than skin and bone. 
At the autopsy, however, no appreciable organic 
lesion is discovered; the blvod and pulp of the 
parenchymatous organs, sown in various media, 
even in collodion sacs do net give rise to any culture, 
so that it seems in all probability to be an intoxica- 
tion due to diffusion outwards of the products elabor- 
ated by the microbe in the collodion sacs. It cannot 
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be attributed in every case to digestive or other 
troubles which might be caused by the presence of 
the sac and foreign body, for several sacs of bouillon 
containing no serosity can be inserted into rabbits 
and conserved there for several months without show- 
ing the least malaise or losing a gramme of their 
weight. It appears io us, however, that these 
accidents were much more marked and the cachexia 
much more profound when the sacs _ introduced 
after insemination were more numerous, of a greater 
capacity, or as the cultures effected were richer. 

We have several times attempted to obtain cultures 
in sacs in the guinea-pig, but we have never been 
successful. Even after six weeks sojourn in the 
peritoneum of the guinea-pig the liquid largely 
inseminated is found as limpid as at the commence- 
ment. 

A small quantity of the fluid cultivated in the 
collodion sacs when injected into five Brittany cows 
caused the development of the absolutely characteris- 
tic pleuro-pneumonic engorgement. Ore of these 
succumbed with a formidable cedematous infiltration ; 
the other four resisted. Two of them re-inoculated 
in the defended region with a strong dose (1 cubic 
centimetre) of pulmonary serosity did not absolutely 
manifest any local or general symptoms, whereas a 
fresh cow inoculated at the same time as they, with 
ten drops of the same serosity, succumbed 22 days 
after inoculation. A third cow re-inoculated after 
four months with a cubic centimetre of pulmonary 
serosity derived from a sub-acute lesion did not 
exhibit any local lesion or fever. The fourth cow 
has not yet been re-inoculed.—(Kerue Vétérinaire, 
ler Mai, 1898.) 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES. 


BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


A meeting of the members was held at the Bush Hotel, 
Carlisle, on Friday, 22nd April. There were present : 
Messrs. J. Carlisle, Carlisle, the President ; Mr. Garnett, 
Windermere (retiring president); Howe, Keswick; H. 
Thompson, Aspatria (hon. sec. and treas.) ; Lindsay, 
Dumfries ; Anderson, Hexham ; Croudace, Haltwhistle; 
J. Armstrong, Penrith ; and Captain Crabb, Silloth (a 
visitor). 

The retiring President, Mr. Garnett, called upon the 
Secretary to read the minutes of last meeting, and on the 
motion of Mr. Armstrong, seconded by Mr. Croudace, the 
minutes were taken as read and signed by the Chair- 
man, after which Mr. Garnett with a few appropriate 
words installed the venerable president, Mr. Jas. Car- 
lisle, who took the chair amidst great applause. 

The newly installed President said he would try to 
follow in the footsteps of his predecessor, Mr. Garnett, 
and if he could imitate his doings he would do very 
well. He was not ina position to carry out such a pro- 
ao as Mr. Garnett had carried out but he would do 

is best. (App.) 

Mr. J. ARMSTRONG proposed a vote of thanks to the 
retiring President, who had carried out his duties 
admirably. They need only refer to the meeting at 
Windermere in proof of this. He was past beating ; and 
they could do nothing less than accord him and his wife 
a most hearty vot2 of thanks. (Hear, hear). 
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Mr. Lrxpsay seconded the motion, which was agreed 
to with applause. 

Mr. GARNETT returned his thanks, and said that what 
he did was in the interests of the Society, and he hoped 
it would not be the last time he would have the pleasure 
of meeting the members at Windermere. (App.) 

Mr. GARNET? moved that Mr. Thompson ' re-elected 
secretary and treasurer, and that a vote of thanks be 
accorded him for the able way in which he carried out 
his duties. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG seconded the motion, which was 
carried with applause. 

Mr. Tompson said he took a great interest in the 
Society and would not like to see it godown. They had 
26 ordinary members and 6 hon. members. He had 
visited societies in Lancashire, the North of England, 
Durham and Edinburgh, and he must say that he he had 
learnt more by travelling and coming incontact with 
versons of experience, than he had learnt from books. 
He was sorry to see that the members took so little 
interest in matters pertaining to the profession. 

Mr. Hewson nominated Mr. Robinson, Carlisle, and 
Mr. Caldwell, Brampton, as members of the Society. 

Mr. THomMpson mentioned that letters of regret at 
absence were received from Professors Dewar, W. O. 
Williams, McCall, and Mr. Hewitson, Brampton, 

Mr. THOMPSON mentioned that Mr. Barrett, of Lon- 
don, had sent out circulars to establish a new fund—the 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund—to assist pro- 
fessional men who had been unfortunate. Nearly £500 
had been received in subscriptions and donations. There 
were about 3000 qualified veterinarians and £1 apiece 
would put the fund into a good position, and it would 
be a great help to those who were unfortunate in life. 

Mr. GARNET? pointed out that in the National Veteri- 
nary Benevolent Fund, the annual subscription also 
covered the Mutual Defence Association. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG said everyone should become a mem- 
ber of the National Society. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG moved that the next meeting be held 
at Dumfries. 

The PrREsIDENT seconded this, and it was agreed to 
leave the matter to a committee to select and decide 
whether the next meeting be across the border or in the 
Lake District. 


The TREASURER (Mr. Thompson) submitted his state- 


ment of accounts which showed a balance in hand of 
£4 6s. 1d. 


THE VETERINARY PROFESSION—PAST AND 
PRESENT. 
By W. Joseru M.R.C.V.S., Carlisle. 


Gentlemen,—One day, some five weeks back, while 
attending to my sheep and lambs on the farm, I was 
very much surprised when my old assistant of 40 years 
ago, Mr. Hy. Thompson, came and informed me that I 
had been once more elected President of the Border 
Counties Veterinary Medical Society and asked what 
day would suit me best to hold the usual meeting. This 
astonished me not a little, as I was under the impression 
that our friend Mr. Garnett had been re-elected presi- 
dent for his generosity in entertaining the members of 
the Society so regally at the “Old England Hotel,” 
Bowness-on-Windermere, last summer, and I told our 
Secretary, Mr. Thompson, that I really could not under- 
take the duty ; but you all know him—he would not be 
denied, so here [am to make the best of it, but I really 
must say your kindness towards me at the last meeting 
quite overran your discretion. 

Now, gentlemen, I cannot disguise the fact that eon- 
sidering my age, having been born a few months after 
the G.O.M., Mr. W. E. Gladstone (and I am sorry to 
hear that at present he is suffering great pain) it cannot 
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be expected that I am going so strong and well as I did 
sixty years ago. Itstands toreason that the organs of 
the body as well as their functions get worse as age 
creeps on, and you must therefore bear with me as 
neither eye nor ear are as bright as once they were. 


“But what a change has taken place 
In three-score years and ten ; . 

Altho’ we were not quite so fast, 
We were much surer then. 

These new ideas, as they were termed 
Quite knock me in amaze, 

But then we lived in times gone by— 
In fact the good old days.” 


Great changes have taken place, I may say, in every- 
thing as well as our profession, since I graduated in 
London and became M.R.C.V.S., on the 24th April, 
1837, and if our meeting could have been held on Sun- 
day next we could have celebrated the 61st anniversary 
of my entering the profession. I frequently think when 


‘looking back on old times that if all the rules, regulations 


and educational schemes that now seem necessary for the 
progress of the profession had been in force at the time I 
entered the college the majority of men would have had 
some difficulty in oars admittance to the classes. Yes, 
times have certainly changed. In the good old days, 
men who entered the profession, were, generally speak- 
ing, from the ranks of farmers, blacksmiths, horse 
trainers, etc.—-men accustomed to horses all their. lives, 
and what they lacked in general education they made 
up for in their zeal and enthusiasm ; they were reall 
true lovers-of the noble animal, the horse, and I loo 
back with pride and pleasure, and think of these men, 
who, I may say, laid the foundation of the profession, 
vieing with each other, without the appliances that are 
now available. One and all took great interest in their 
work, for not only did they do their utmost to relieve 
the sufferings of their patients, but they also acted as 
nurses, sitting in the stable or box, watching for hours 
the symptoms and progress of the case, and doing their 
best to effect a cure ; and they were delighted beyond 
measure when success rewarded their trouble and 
anxiety. 

The basis of treatment was quite different then to 
what it is now—bleeding, physicing, and blistering were 
the sheet anchors, and taking into consideration the 
large numbers of different maladies we had the privilege 
of treating, which is not now the case (there was no 
scheduling then), we were fairly successful. 

Referring to some of the specific diseases now under 
schedule, say Glanders and Farcy in the horse, we all 
know how loathsome and dangerous these are to both 
man and beast, and from all accounts seem to be on the 
increase in towns, but I don’t think they are so common 
now as they were in the early part of my professional 
life. Inthe old coaching days they were very rife and 
nearly all country blacksmiths kept their farcy-lead 
irons. Horses in chronic glanders I have known to 
work for years with apparently no bad effect to other 
horses, yet from itsdangerous nature I would strongly urge 
that when clinical symptoms are pronounced the animals 
—until we find some more scientific method—should be 
destroyed independent of the mallein test, and the 
parties compensated from the public purse. ; 

Tuberculosis, an old associate of the past, and _ still 
rampant at the present, but from my experience and 
observation, it was, I think, more prevalent 20 years ago 
than it is now ; it has in fact, ever since I can remember 
been one of the greatest scourges of the bovine species, 
perhaps indeed the greatest of any. Hundreds of ani- 
mals affected with the disease have to my knowledge 
been slaughtered and consumed as human food, and so 
far as I know without any ill effects. I have always 
looked upon it as being hereditary, and why it should 


follow in the wake of certain families in the human 
subject and bovine animals and not be hereditary 
mi strange tome. There is something yet beyond 
the ken of bacteriologists that wants further investiga- 
tion, for if it is not the disease itself that is transmitted 
from parent to os there is a strong tendency in 
certain subjects to favour its development, and which is 
not seen in others. But now that it is considered by 
microscopical and bacteriological experts to be so danger- 
ous, and communicable from man to beast and vice 
versa, and looked upon as being spread by cohabitation, 
inhalation, and ingestion, it is a great wonder to me that 
it has not been scheduled long ago as one of the most 
dangerous of the specific diseases. It seems. qujte evident 
that some of the experts amongst the powers that be 
have some great reason why—or they are afraid to speak 
out. Something stronger than such palliative measures 
as more cubic air space for each animal will, I think, be 
required before it is eradicated from our midst, that more 
air space 1s needed for each cow cannot be denied. 
Carrying in my mind’s eye the numerous byres I have 
seen in Cumberland I would venture to say that they 
would not average 250 cubic feet to each animal, and if 
800 cubic feet has to be the order of the day nearly all 
the byres in the country will have to be re-constructed— 
a very serious matter for the land-owners. But with 
good drainage and ventilation, I would say, from 400 to 
500cubie feet of space to each animal would answer better, 
as all feeders of cattle for either beef or milk know that 
they get best and quickest returns when their animals 
are kept warm—about 60 degrees—and have a nice 
sweating moisture on the body. 

Before I leave this part of my address I may mention 
that Ihave had many interesting discussions with Dr. 
Brown, the Medical Officer of Health for Carlisle, on 
this subject of tuberculosis, and as to how and under 
what conditions the disease is communicable to human 
beings. I know he has for a long time back given the 
matter his closest attention, and it gives me great 
pleasure to avail myself of the present opportunity of 
saying how highly I estimate his professional abilities. 
He and I are perfectly agreed as to the necessity of 
something being done by Government to stop, as far as 
lies within human power, the awful ravages committed 
by this insidious disease, although we may perhaps dis- 
agree on some trifling points, as to conditions under 
which it may be communicated to the human being. 

It is my firm belief that cleanliness and healthy 
surroundings as regards the cattle as well as the persons 
attending upon them, accompanied by a careful and 
systematic veterinary inspection, are the principal objects 
which should be kept in view when trying to lessen the 
Gangers and infectious character of the disease. 

Abortion, Casting or Slipping the Calf, is another 
malady of the past as well as the present, and it is hard 
to say whether abortion or tuberculosis causes the 
greatest loss to the farming community ; my opinion is 
that abortion is on the increase, and far more prevalent 
now than it was in the early part of my life; but is 
there any wonder, when we take into consideration the 
enormous traffic that is carried on in cattle to-day. 
There is little doubt that abortion in its epidemic form 
is highly infectious, very destructive, and causes great 
loss and anxiety to the breeder. When an animal shows 
signs of casting its calf there are no means of arresting 
the process, consequently the only remedy lies in pre- 
vention, and this, in my opinion, can only be success- 
fully accomplished by strong legislative measures, and 
the best way to cope with the malady is by scheduling 
the cattle and restricting the movements of aborted 
animals. Therefore, the sooner tuberculosis and abor- 
tion in cattle are legislated upon the better. We have 
plenty of both disease in the British Isles, also well- 
trained experts to deal with them, and if Government 
would only cast off its lethargy and exercise its powers, 
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and place matters in the hands of experienced trained | 


experts, a better state of things would soon result. 

Professional Advertising, de.—I have 
often been amused when reading the letters that have 
sppenred now and then in the professional journals 
about this, that, and the other not being in accordance 
with professional etiquette, but as I have already said 
things have greatly changed. First, let me say that [ 


am strongly against any member of the profession adver- | 


tising any special remedy or operation ; it sounds like 
“quackery,” yet, I fail to see any harm in a young man 
fresh from the College putting an advertisement in the 
local papers stating where he can be found if his services 
are required ; but, I ask, where can we draw the line, 
when we are almost daily receiving circulars from whole- 
sale druggists, surgical and other instrument makers 
wherein are found the names of Mr. ———, F.R.C.V.S,, 
and Mr. ———, M.R.C.V.S., and all men of well known 
repute ; perhaps this is not advertising ? 

“Tt is to the pen and press we mortals owe 

Almost all we learn and almost all we know.” 


Writing Books, Pamphlets, ete—I have noticed that 
the publishing of books, etc. is found fault with by some 
members of the profession. This, to me, seems rather 
weak, for when books are printed they are, as you know, 
for sale to anyone, professional men and others who care 
to buy and read them. 

The answering of questions in lay newspapers appears 
to some a great breach of etiquette, but from what I 
have read I think they are more of a boon than other- 
wise, particularly when the replies are by a professional 
man they, in my opinion, prevent the querist from 
poisoning and wasting his animals with quack medi- 
cines, and I note that the writers generally wind up by 
recommending the local veterinary to be called in to the 


Lectures.—The more a man knows the less he thinks 
he knows, and the more he wants to know. It is a well 
known fact that agricultural students have attended the 
veterinary lectures at veterinary and other colleges for 
years past, and I can safely say that those men who have 
received a good liberal education and have been trained 
in scientific subjects with a knowledge of veterinary 
science are by far the best supporters and employers of 
professional men. They do not tinker with the case, 
their little knowledge is a dangerous thing, they know 
too well it is dangerous to meddle with the case and they 
send at once for their professional adviser. It is the un- 
educated man with his cure-all bottle that is most to be 
feared. Lectures may therefore be considered a necessity 
and a means of preventing an over extended use of quack 
nostrums. We cannot take up a newspaper of any kind 
without noticing glaring advertisements of all sorts of 
patent articles for man and beast, while nearly all farm 
steadings have their patent medicine box, and if the 
veterinary surgeon wants to hold his own, | say it is his 
duty by every means in his power to caution owners of 
stock and show what harm can be done by the use of 
these articles, and to point out that prevention and not 
cure is the great aim of the profession. ; 

Shoeing Forges, Dealing in Horses, etc.—I will ven- 
ture to say that we cannot boast cf a millionaire in the 
ranks of our profession, it is not all that lucrative ; mem- 
bers in large towns where big studs of horses are kept 
may be successful in making fair returns without forges, 
but those who have a well regulated shoeing establish- 
ment I think will do better. I consider the shoeing of 
horses one of the principal branches of the profession, 
and that it will long continue to be such. 1, myself, 
commenced at the anvil, and would do so again if I had 
mny career to go over. 

Since I can remember dealing in horses has been more 
or less in connection with the profession ; like all other 
things it may have its abuses, but when properly carried 


out I cannot see any harm ina man supplementing his 
income and employing his leisure hours in buying and 
selling a good horse. I have bred, bought, and sold 
some hundreds of horses in my time, and have found out 
that it is not “all gold that glitters.” 

Country practices, as a rule, are not over lucrative. 
It is well known that at certain periods of the year there 
is a large amount of spare time which the practitioner is 
justified in employing to the best advantage ; it not only 
keeps him in contact with business-men but extends his 
work, sharpens his faculties, and makes him a better 
citizen. It is also a fact that whatever profession or 
business a man may be trained to, in time he becomes 
connected with other industries, and by their means 
supplements his income ; each man has a perfect right to 
do the best he can for himself and family without, if 
possible, injury to his neighbour. 

As Ihave said more than once great changes have 
taken place. In the past our great object was to ew 
disease ; now, in the present, our endeavour is to prevent 
and we as professional and scientific men should 
strive to see this is accomplished without the aid of the 
pole-axe. If by the aid of attenuated extracts prepared 
from diseased portions of affected animals we can, by in- 
jecting the same into the bodies of healthy subjects, 
arrest the progress of maladies that are not amenable to 
ordinary medicinal treatment let us adopt the new 
methods to the full. 1 say then the profession 
will be well worthy of its name. The scheduling of so 
many of the specific diseases and the slaughtering the 
diseased and in-contact animals will in time have a tell- 
ing effect on our income, and if preventive measures are 
to be the order of the day and enforced, veterinary sur- 
geons will be asking themselves if they should not be 
compensated for their services out of the public purse. 

In conclusion, although for a long time I was the only 
qualified M.R.C.V.S. in the County of Cumberland, 
now I may say there are about 30. I cannot boast of 
accumulated wealth, yet | am proud to say that I am 
rich in love of my profession, and would like nothing 
better than to start again on the basis of all the new 
discoveries, and put in another sixty years. 


DISCUSSION, 


Mr. THompson observed that this was a sort of record 
year, seeing they had the oldest gentleman in the pro- 
fession, he believed, in the presidential chair. Mr, Car- 
lisle was bordering on his 90th year. He proposed that 
they have a little discussion at the present meeting on 
one or two points in the paper. 

Mr. GaRNEtTT said one of the most interesting points 
mentioned by Mr. Carlisle was that of tuberculosis. 
Mr. Carlisle had stated that in his opinion there was less 
tuberculosis at the present day than there was twenty 
years ago. That statement would take a great deal of 
confirming. The longer he lived the more he saw of 
tuberculosis, and the more animals he tested with tuber- 
culin the greater the proportion in which the disease 
showed itself. In some favoured herds there might be 
less of it, but taking the herds in his district nine out of 
every ten cases that were not parturition cases were 
diseases caused directly or indirectly through tubercu- 
losis. In many shippons he did not think there was 
even 100 cubic feet of air space, and the animals were 
| kept penned up practically six months in the year, and 
‘they breathed the respirations of one another, . until 
| when you open the a door in the morning you 
can hardly stand for the first two minutes, until the 
‘rush of fresh air had cleared a lot of the foul air out. 

He regretted to see a retrograde step taken by the 
leading Agricultural Society of England. It had been 
petitioning the Board of Agriculture to restrict the cubic 
‘space in cattle sheds, dairies, and cowsheds. This was 
the only one means they had at present of in any way 
controlling tuberculosis. It wasa matter which cropped 
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up under the Dairies and Cowsheds Order of 1885. It 
P aced under the control of Local Authorities, Rural and 

Irban District Councils,and Town Councils, the carrying 
out of this Order. They had power to make bye-laws 
under the Order, and the majority of the places that had 
made bye-laws under the Order were large towns. There 
might be bye-laws in Carlisle at the present time, but 
there were not a few months ago. They had only 
recently been formulated. In all country districts they 
were practically a dead letter. In towns like Newcastle, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Manchester, Liverpool and London 
and other large centres, it was carried out in a fairly 
satisfactory manner. He had been in correspondence 
with the Medical Officers of forty or fifty of the large 
centres in England, and he had got the bye-laws of some 
30 of them. At some future time he hoped to bring 
under notice the results that he had ascertained. There 
was no greater cubic space insisted upon in any of the 
towns he alluded to beyond 800 cubic feet per head per 
cow, with suitable ventilation, and in some cases they 
insisted upon glass windows. The insistence upon light 
and air was of as much importance as the insistence upon 
cubic space. It had been proved that there was no 
greater geimicide than sunlight for tuberculosis. It 
would kill the germs as effectually as such strong dis- 
infectants as chloride of lime. That was the reason why 
they must deplore the action of the Royal Agricultural 
Society who were going against the interests of the 
farmers, and against the interests of the population at 
large, and were simply acting in the interests of the 
landowners. The two branches of the medical profession 
must oppose them. The landed interest was the 
greatest in the country, and the large landed proprietors 
were practically the wire pullers of the Government. 
Yet on the country was being roused to a sense of the 
dangers of tuberculosis, they were trying to increase 
those dangers. Action such as that was most reprehen- 
sible, especially on the part of the Royal Agricultural 
Society, which he had always looked ~~ as trying to 
further the interests of the agricultural classes and the 
veterinary profession. 

Mr. Hewson asked if 800 feet of air space was the rule 
in Newcastle ? 

Mr. GARNETT? said Newcastle had the best bye-laws. 
Not only did they insist upon 800 cubic feet, but the 
insisted upon a certain amount of ventilation per head, 
and they insisted upon a certain area of glass in che 
oe per head, and a gangway in front of the 
head. 

Mr. Hewson: What about the cubic space in other 
towns ? 

Mr. GARNETT: Some have about 500 feet. 

Mr. Hewson said the Carlisle authority were forming 
new bye-laws, appointing veterinary surgeons, and hav- 
ing their dairies inspected. They were insisting on 
having 800 cubic feet for each animal. The Carlisle 
dairymen were up inarms against it. They would be 
content with 600 feet, but 800 was more than was 
necessary. lt was most expensive to landlords and in- 
convenient to the dairymen themselves. From the size 
of the town, the small number of cattle kept, and the 
fact that the cows were out at grass in summer, he 
thought 600 feet ample in Carlisle. He agreed that in 
large towns 800 feet ought to be insisted upon. . 

Mr. ANDERSON said he was satistied that tuberculosis 
was increasing. He had had close upon 40 years’ prac- 
tice, and this disease was ruining the stock of the 
country. An enormous number of young cattle died 
annually from a form of tuberculosis which affected the 
bowels. It was both hereditary and contagious, and 
something ought to be done by the Government. 

In reply to Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Anderson said he 
believed tuberculosis could be transmitted to the human 
subject from a cow which did not show diseased mam- 


mary organs, 


Mr. Howe said he had known some tuberculous cows 
have six or seven calves. He thought it was time to stop 
breeding from cows which were not sound. 

Mr. Hewson said it was admitted that the offspring of 
such cows, if not suffering from the disease, were pre- 
disposed to it. Sunlight and fresh air were the strong- 
est germicides. In country people possibly the bad 
effects of the milk of tuberculous cows were counter- 
acted by the healthy conditions in which they lived, 
Quite the reverse was the case in towns. Where cows 
showed distinct signs of being tubercular, he strongly 
advised that the milk should not be used for human con- 
sumption. All cows in dairy sheds should be tested 
regularly with tuberculin, and only those wlich did not 
react should be used for milking purposes. 

Mr. Armstronc: What about those that did 
react ? 

Mr. Hewson : That is an important question. If the 
disease is localised, and they could be made fat they 
could be used for human food. Compensation should 
be allowed from the Government for those that were 
condemned. 

Mr. THompson exhibited the report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Tuberculosis for 1895, and he was daily ex- 
pecting the report of the last sitting which would be 
issued in a few days. In the 1895 report the majority 
of experts examined believed in the disease being here- 
ditary, even Mr. Sims Wcodhead gave a very long report 
in which he said that “if predisposition to tuberculosis 
was not there, a large number of children who partook 
of tuberculous milk would be spared infection.” A lot 
of these fellows if they would only drink more milk 
would look a jolly sight better. (Laughter.) With 
reference to sunlight as named by Mr. Garnett being a 
great destroyer of the germs of the disease, he asked how 
it happened that in Demerara where they had _ both 
excessive heat and sunlight that 25 per cent. died of 
phthisis in the public hospitals, where scarcely any 
meat or milk (the latter always boiled) were used, in the 
colony the disease was said to be mainly contracted by 
inhalation. What about sunlight killing the germs 
here? Meig’s in his new work (1897) said “while the 
great majority of cases of phthisis are bacillary, there is 
a considerable minority of cases which are non-bacillary, 
in which at no period of their history can bacilli be 
found.” Again, “since it has been proved that cases of 
consumption do result from inflammation, and since at 
the same time it has not been scientifically demonstrated 
that the bacillus tuberculosis ever is its cause in human 
beings, but only that the bacillus is present in the altered 
tissues of persons suffering from the disease.” If this 
was so then Dr. Koch’s theory fell to the ground. With 
reference to air space he had ioe testing a lot of byres 
in his neighbourhood. One of Sir Wilfrid Lawson’s, for 
twelve cows allowed 845 cubic feet per cow ; another 
allowed 618 2-3rd feet ; another 778. At Mr. Bigland’s 
farm 533 feet was allowed per cow in one byre and 3994 
in another. Another good byre—the best in Aspatria— 
had only 278 feet per cow ; another, which was supposed 
to be a grand fat byre, contained 248 feet. He thought 
800 cubic feet far too much ; 400 to 500 was ample, with 
a good high ceiling, and properly ventilated with wooden 
shafts in the middle of the loft above about a foot square, 
and going out at the top of the roof, with a good fan 
ventilator, which would throw the bacilli and other im- 
purities out into the atmosphere. He did not believe 
in the way they were ventilated at present. There was 
no outlet for hot air; and the principal number of the 
byres he had examined only ran 8 feet high. If they 
| were to have 800 cubic feet, the cows would want ™ 
winter time eider down quilts and gas stoves to keep 
‘them warm. (Laughter). Every feeder liked to see 4 
good moisture on a cow’s body. With reference to the 
disease being on the increase, it was not so in his dis- 
‘trict. Where he used to see 8 or 9 cases before pleuro- 
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COWS neumonia was stamped out, he only saw one now. At 
o stop Workington there was more meat sold 
human food than elsewhere in the country; yet the £s. d ny ey 
‘ing of death rate from consumption was the lowest in the | Penberthy, Prof. 1010 0 . 4 d £84. 
pre- county being 0°82 in 1000. It had not been conclusively | Burt, 
trong: proved yet that children had been infected directly with Shaw, F. K. lid 
2 bad tuberculosis from the milk of a cow. Let the medical | Dollar, Jno. A. W. 10 10 
unter- officers and clergyman mind their own business, and | Dollar, T. A. 10 os : 
lived, leave the veterinary profession to look after its work, | Wallis, F. M. alias 10 
COWS There was a great deal of hearsay, a great deal of assump- | Almond, Prof. 110 oa © 
rongly tion, and too much sentiment and second-hand evidence | Bennett, J. H 110 
n con- amongs them. He asked the medical men to say how it | Olver, H. 5.0 0 
tested happened that we saw in certain families generations of | Balls, G., Junr. 5 5 0 
id not bonny children with peachy cheeks, start about 15 or 16, | MacCullum, A. J. 50 0 1010 0 
at the change of life, and in the course of a year or two | Price, T. S. 1010 0 
; did they succumbed to the disease at a time when they were | Axe, Prof. 100 
not taking milk ? It had been proved by statistics that | Wilkie, H. C. 100 
If the the principal portion of the people who died from con- | Bell, RK. S. 100 
; they sumption died at from 15 to 55 years—81 per cent ;| Caton, H. W. 220 010 6 
hould whilst from birth to 15, and from 55 to the close of life | Barrett, L. 110 
were the pepe was only 19. Tuberculin, he observed, | Tuson, W. V. 110 
should not be injected into an animal which showed a| Nye, 5. H. 010 6 
Com- temperature of 103. He had tried it, and the cases | Stephenson, C. 1010 0 
ly ex- would not react. Garry, T. 8. 110 010 
Id be Mr. Linpsay said that in Dumfriesshire tuberculosis | Clapp, A. H. 11 010 6 
jority was on the decrease. Six or seven years ago he used to | Elphick, Geo. 010 0 
‘here- see 8 or 9 cows in the hyres with tuberculosis. They | Uodfray, B. P. 010 6 
report scarcely saw one now. The cattle were chiefly Ayrshires. | Tailby, M. 10 0 0 010 6 
ulosis In Cumberland they were shorthorns. Was the disease | Golledge, C. H. vl 6 
urtook more prevalent in the latter ? Roots, W. 1010 0 
A lot Mr. THompson : Yes. Woolston, P. C. 010 6 
milk The PRESIDENT said the first cases of pure tubercu- Flook, W. H. 010 6 
With losis in his knowledge occurred in the breed called the | Thompson, J. A. 010 6 
ing a Duchess. Shorthorns were more subject to the disease | Dunstan, Jno. 010 6 
d how than any other class of cattle. He alluded to hisexperi- | Nelder, W. B. 010 6 
both ences with the herds of the late Mr. Unthank, of Nether- | Western Counties 
ied of scales, and Mr. James Faweett, of Scaleby Castle. The | V-MLS., per W. i 5b 0 
y rd — was now on the decline, so far as his experience Hl eng See. 
in the went. edley, M. 010 6 
ed by Mr. Hewson: Have you noticed that cows suffering Thompson, Jas. 1 1 0 
germs from tuberculosis give a greater quantity of milk than Sinclair, Jno. O10 6 
le the usual ? Clarke, M. 5 5 O 
ere is The PRESIDENT : that is a very common thing. Emery, F. W. 110 010 6 
illary, _ Mr. ARMsTRONG moved that the discussion be ad- Young, J. 1 Lt 0 
lli journed. He mentioned that he had known calves born Kelly, H. 1 v0 0 
ses of with tubercles upon them. Fraser, J. 1 tO 
nee at The motion was seconded and agreed to. Prudames, A. 1 1 0 
trated On the motion of Mr. Garnett a vote of thanks was | Parr, Geo. 22 0 
uman accorded to the venerable Chairman for his services in Coleman, Edw, 2200 0 1010 O 
the chair, which was carried by hearty acclamation. 10 0 
this ‘ave, T. W. 0 010 6 
With Tutt, J.B. 010 6 0O1W 6 
byres Penhale, W. 22 0 
s, for VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND. | Bray, ©. M- 110 
other Merrick, T. J. 1010 0 
land’s Dear Sir, ee W. i 1 0 
am instructed by my committee to ask if you will 
or kindly publish in your next issue the enclosed list of | (|yer, T. 1010 0 
Pht donations, etc., to the above fund. I am pleased to say | jx, bb, A. 110 010 6 
the receipts show a total of £424 14s. from the members | Melhuish, T. 110 
be of the organising committee alone up to this date. Will! Lepper, H. G. 10 10 0 
ct members who have not already done so kindly forward | Smith J. 010 6 ow 6 
their contributions to me at the earliest opportunity in | Fleming, Dr. Geo. 
f= order that a complete list may be presented to the pro-| Elder, G. H. 10 10 O 
elieve fession. I appear to have received one guinea more | McCall, J. OW 6 
eo than the counterfoils show, I shall, therefore, be glad to) Brown, Sir Geo. WwW 0 2 2 0 
+ the ear from any gentleman who has sent this amount, but | Hallen, J. H. B. 5 0 0 010 6 
shat Whose cheque has not been duly acknowledged.—I am, | Hobday, Prof. 22 0 010 6 
nt in dear sir, yours faithfully, Gavin, F. C. 010 6 010 6 
keep W. F. Barrett. Clark, J. 010 6 
see a 40, Lewisham High Road, Sessions, H. 010 6 010 6 
5 the New Cross, 8.E. Muir, G. A. J. 010 6 
dis- Davies, D.G. OW 6 
| McFadyean, Prof. 10 10 0 22 0 
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Donations. Life Mem- Subscrip- 
bership. tions. 
£s. d. £s. d. £s. d 
Pettifer, T. 1010 O 
Nunn, Major, A.v.p. 5 O O 
Walpole, F. O. L 1 10 010 6 
Broad, A. 5 5 0 
Jones, C. 100 
Prof. 110 
Porch, R. 1 10 
Auger, A. L. 
Hughes, R. 1 10 010 6 
Duck, Vet.-Col., a.v.p. 0 10 6 010 6 
Buck, J. 010 6 
Litt, W. E. 3s 
Leigh, F. 1010 0O 
Sumner, H. 1 10 
Stainton, W. A. 22 0 
Singleton, H. 110 
Woodger, 10 10 O 
Cope, A. C. 110 010 6 
Heath, J. P. 010 6 
Edgar, Prof. 220 
Boswell, W. G. 1 10 
Mulvey, W. 3.3 
Peele, J. E. 22 0 
Berry, A. H. 1 10 010 6 
Butters, A. L. 110 010 6 
Simonds, Prof. 5 5 O 
Kerr, Finlay 010 6 
Lambert, J. D. 2 2 0 010 6 
Purdy, J. 1 0 0 
Wilson, W. 110 010 6 
Smart, W. W. 110 010 6 
Peddie, J. 1 16 
‘Case, E. 010 6 
Dewar, Prof. 
Tennant, A.& R.C. 5 5 
Smith, W. D. M. es 
Sheather, Chas. 1010 O 
Bloye, W. H. 5 0 
Bower, 010 6 
Macfarlane, D. 20 0 010 6 
West, E. A. 110 
Wartnaby, Geo. 33 0 
Thompson, H. 1 10 010 6 
Barrett, W. F. 5 5 0 i 
Ditmas, F. B. 110 
Malone, R. 22 0 1 10 
Malcolm, J. 3 3 0 
Slocock, 8. H. 1 10 
Bell, J. J. 110 
Logan J. W. 10 0 010 6 
Howard, R. 110 010 6 
Shave, Prof. 22 0 1 10 
Dove, R. D. 11 0 
Groome, 8. T. 1 0 0 010 6 
Abell, J. T. 22 0 
Macqueen, Prof. 5 5 O ; 3 @ 
Wheatley, A. 22 0 1 1 0 
Clarke, J. A. 5 5 0 
King, J. T. 
Roach, W. 
Phillips & Scales 110 
Sewell, E. 1 0 
Parker, J. M. 1010 0 
Hurndall, J. 8. 3 3 
Lewis, W. 1 1 0 
Whitlamsmith,H.H. 1 1 0 
Duguid, Prof. 1 10 010 6 
Pugh, D. 110 
20413 6 210 0 O 66 7 6 
Total: £481 1 0 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON TUBERCULOSIS 


This Commission was appointed in June, 1896, its 
remit being: “To inquire what administrative pro- 
cedures are advisable and would be desirable for control- 
ling the danger to man through the use as food of the 
meat and milk of tuberculous animals; and what are 
the considerations which should govern the actions of 
the responsible authorities in condemning? for the pur- 

se of food supplies, animals, carcases, or meat exhibit- 
ing any stage of tuberculosis.” 

Sir Herbert E. Maxwell, Bart., M.P., was appointed 
chairman, the other members being Sir Richard T, 
Thorne, Medical Adviser to the Local Government 
Board ; Professor Sir G. T. Brown, late Veterinary 
Adviser to the Board of Agriculture ; Mr. Shirley F. 
Murphy, County Council, London ; Mr. Harcourt Clare, 
Town Clerk, Liverpool ; Mr. T. Cooke Trench, Ireland; 
and Mr. John Speir, Newton Farm, Glasgow. 

The following are the recommendations contained in 
the report :— 


MEAT. 
A.—SLAUGHTERHOUSE. 


1. We recommend that in all towns and municipal 
boroughs in England and Wales, and in Ireland, powers 
be conferred on the authorities similar to those con- 
ferred on Scottish corporations and municipalities by the 
Burgh Police (Scotland) Act, 1892, viz :—- 

(a) When the local authority in any town or urban 
district in England and Wales and Ireland have provided 
a public slaughterhouse, power be conferred on them to 
declare that no other place within the town or borough 
shall be used for slaughtering, except that a period of 
three years be allowed to the owners of existing regis- 
tered private slaughterhouses to apply their premises to 
other purposes. The term of three years to date, in 
those places where adequate public slaughterhouses al- 
ready exist, from the public announcement by the Local 
Authority that the use of such public slaughterhouse is 
obligatory, or, in those places where public slaughter- 
house have not been erected, from the public announce- 
ment by the Local Authorities ‘that tenders for their 
erection have been accepted. 

(4) That Local Authorities be empowered to require 
all meat slaughtered elsewhere than ina public slaughter- 
house and brought into the district for sale to be taken 
to a place or places where such meat may be inspected, 
and that Local Authorities be empowered to make a 
charge to cover the reasonable expenses attendant on 
such inspection. 

(c) That when a public slaughterhouse has been 
established inspectors shall be engaged to inspect all 
animals immediately after slaughter, and stamp the 
joints of all carcases passed as sound. e 

2. It appears desirable that in London the _ provision 
of public in substitution for private slaughterhouses 
should be considered in respect to the needs of London 
asa whole, and in determining their positions regard 
must be had for the convenient conveyance of animals 
by railway from the markets beyond the limits of Lon 
don, as well as from the Islington market, to the public 
slaughterhouses which should be provided. At the 
present time no administrative authority has_ statutory 
power authorising it to provide public slaughterhouses 
other than for the slaughter of foreign cattle at the port 
of debarkation. : 

3. With regard to slaughterhouses in rural districts 
the case is not so easy to deal with. But the difficulty 8 
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one that must be faced, otherwise there will be a danger- 
ous tendency to send unwholesome animals to be 
slaughtered and sold in small villages where they will 
escape inspection. We recommend, therefore, that in 
Great Britain the inspection of meat in rural districts be 
administered by the County Councils. In Ireland the 
duty of carrying out inspection ought to devolve upon 
authorities corresponding as nearly as possible to those 
charged with that duty in England and Scotland. In 
view of the announced intention of the Government to 
introduce a new scheme of local government into Ireland, 
we refrain from specifying the exact machinery which 
should be employed. 

4. We recommend further that it shall not be lawful 
to offer for sale the meat of any animal which has not 
been killed in a duly licensed slaughterhouse. 


B.— QUALIFICATIONS OF MEAT INSPECTORS. 


5. We recommend that in future no person be permitted 
toact as a meat inspector until he has passed a qualifying 
examination, before such authority as may be prescribed 
by the Local Government Board (or Board of Agricul- 
ture), on the following subjects :— 

(a) The law of meat inspection, and such bye-laws, 
regulations, etc., as may be in force at the time he pre- 
sents himself for examination. ; 

(}) The names and situations of the organs of the 


(c) Signs of health and disease in animals destined for 
food, both when alive and after slaughter. 

(d) The appearance and character of fresh meat, 
organs, fat and blood, and the conditions rendering them, 
or preparations from them, fit or unfit for human food. 


C.—TUBERCULOSIS IN ANIMALS INTENDED FOR FOOD, 


6. We recommend that the Local Government Board 
be empowered to issue instructions from time to time 
for the guidance of meat inspectors, prescribing the 
degree of tubercular disease, which, in the opinion of 
the Board, should cause a carcase, or part thereof, to 
be seized. 

Pending the issue of such instructions we are of opinion 
that the following principles should be observed in the 
inspection of tuberculous carcases of cattle :— 


(a) When there is miliary tuber- 
culosis of both lungs. 

(b) When tuberculous lesions are 
present on the pleura and peritoneum 

(c) When tuberculous lesions are The entire carcase 
present in the muscular system, or - and all the organs 
inthe lymphatic glands embedded may be seized. 
in or between the muscles. | 


(d) When tuberculous _ lesions 
exist in any part of an emaciated 
carcase. 


(a) When the lesions are con- 
fined to the lungs and thoracic lym- 
phatic glands. 

(}) When the lesions are confined! otherwisehealthy, | 
to the liver. shall not be con- 

(ec) When the lesions are con- - demned, but every 
fined to the pharyngeal lymphatic part of it contain- 
glands ing tuberculous 


carcase, if | 


The 


(d) When the lesions are confined| lesions shall be | 
toany combination of the foregoing, | seized. 


but are collectively small in extent. 


In view of the greater tendency to generalisation of | 
tuberculosis in the pig, we consider that the presence of | 
tubercular deposit in any degree should involve seizure | 
of the whole carcase and of the organs. In respect of | 
foreign dead meat, seizure shall ensue in every case 
where the pleura have been “ stripped.” 


MILK. 
D.—DISEASES IN THE UDDERS OF Cows, 


7. We recommend that notification of every disease in 
the udder shall be made compulsory, under penalty, on 
the owners of all cows, whether in private dairies or 
those of which milk is offered for sale. 

8. We recommend that for the purpose of excluding 
from their districts the milk of cows affected with tuber- 
culosis of the udder, local authorities should be given 
powers somewhat similar to those of Sections 24-27 of 
the Glasgow Police (Amendment) Act. 

9. We also recommend that powers shall be given to 
local authorities to take samples and make analyses from 
time to time of the milk produced or sold in their dis- 
tricts, and that milk venders shall be required to supply 
sufficient information as to the sources from which their 
milk is derived. 

At ports where milk and milk products are received 
from foreign countries, any costs that may be thus in- 
curred in their examination shall be borne by the im- 
porters. 


E.—COWSHEDS, BYRES, ETC, 


10. We recommend that the Local Government Board 
be empowered to require local authorities to adopt regu- 
latious as to dairies, cowsheds, &ec., where that hall be 
found not to have been done already, 

11. That in future no cowshed, byre, or shippon, other 
than those already registered, shall be permitted or regis- 
tered in urban districts within 100 teet of any dwelling- 
house ; and that the discontinuance of any one already 
existing shall be ordered on the certificate either of the 
medical officer of health that it is injurious to the health 
of human beings residing near it, or of the veterinary 
inspector that it is not a place wherein cows ought to be 
kept for the “oe a of milk supply, and that it is in- 
incapable of being made so. 

12. That the conditions of the attached cowsheds that 
shall warrant the registering of a dairy in « populous 
district, whether technically urban or rural, in the future 
shall include the following :-- 

(1) An impervious floor. 

(2) A sufficient water supply for flushing. 

(3) Proper drainage. 

(4) A depot for the manure at a suflicient distance 
from the byres. 

(5) A minimum cubic contents of from 600 to 800 ft. 
for each adult beast, varying according to the average 
weight of the animals. 

(6) A minimum floor space of 50 ft. to each adult 
beast. 

(7) Sufficient light and ventilation. 

While we have prescribed a minimum cubic contents 
and floor space without mentioning definite dimensions 
affecting ventilation and lighting, we are distinctly of 
opinion that these are by far the most important, and 
that requirements as to cubic and floor space are 
mainly of value as tending to facilitate adequate move- 


of air. 


Existing cowsheds should be obliged to conform to 


the prescribed regulations within a period of twelve 


month from the time of the regulations coming into 
force. 

13. The same conditions as those recommended for 
populous districts should apply to cowsheds in sparsely 
populated places, except in so far as cubic contents per 
cow are concerned ; as regards these cubic contents, such 
space per cow should be provided as would in view of the 
surrounding circumstances secure reasonable ventilation 
without draughts. But the physical circumstances pre- 
vailing in different localities being so various we do not 
find it practical to preseribe uniform minimum require- 
ments in this respect. 
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14. We recommend that where cows housed in one 
district, supply milk to another district, the local 
authority of the district in which the cows are housed 
shall be bound, when required, to supply to the local 
authority of the district in which the milk is sold or con- 
sumed full information, and veterinary reports regarding 
the condition of the cows, byres, &c., whence the milk is 
drawn. Where the local authority of one district are 
dissatisfied with the reports so obtained, they may apply 
to the Local Government Board, with a view to an inde- 
pendent inspection and report being made. 


F,—-ELIMINATION OF BOVINE TUBERCULOSIS. 


15. We recommend that funds be placed at the dis- 

sal of the Board of Agriculture in England and Scot- 
and, and of the Veterinary Department of the Privy 
Council in Ireland, for the preparation of commercial 
tuberculin, and that stockowners be encouraged to test 
their animals by the offer of a gratuitous supply of tuber- 
culin and the gratuitous services of a veterinary surgeon 
on certain conditions. These conditions shall be— 

(a) That the test be applied by a veterinary surgeon. 

(4) That tuberculin be supplied only to such owners 
as will undertake to isolate reacting animals from 
healthy ones. 

(c) That the stock to be tested shall be kept under 
satisfactory sanitary conditions, and more especially that 
sufficient air space, ventilation, and light be provided in 
the buildings occupied by the animals. 

16. We recommend that the Board of Agriculture in 
England and Scotland, and the Veterinary Department 
of the Privy Council in Ireland, undertake the circulation 
among agricultural societies of instructions for the proper 
use of the tuberculin test, with explanation of the signifi- 
cance of reaction, and directions for eifective isolation of 
reacting animals. 


THE REPORTED CASE OF ANTHRAX AT 
WOODFORD HALL, OVER. 


Mr. Cyrus D. Slater, of Woodford Hall, has been the 
victim of a mistaken: diagnosis, and has sent the corres- 
pondence between himself and the Local Authority to 
the Press. His letter to Zhe Chester Chronicle explains 
the whole matter and is as follows :— 

It is my wish to give all the assistance in my power 
to the police in the discharge of their duties. It was 
with this object in my mind that I reported the deaths 
of my yearling cattle by letter on Monday the 7th inst., 
to Sergt. Egerton (the appointed district cattle inspector) 
in which | stated that the animals had died in my 
opinion from being “struck” “black quarter,” and 
asking Sergt. Egerton to come the following morning to 
view the deceased animals if he considered it necessary. 
Accordingly he came, and brought with him the local 
vet., Mr. Harper, who made an examination of the 
deceased heifer, and certitied that the animal had died 
from “anthrax.” I told Sergt. Egerton that I was con- 
vinced from my past experience that it was merely an 
ordinary case of “ struck,” and that I distinctly objected 
to accept Mr. Harper’s decision, urgently requesting that 
before anthrax be declared to exist on my premises 
the opinion of the Consulting Veterinary Surgeon 
appointed by the county should first be taken, and 
accordingly I arranged with Sergt. Egerton before leav- 
ing my farm on Tuesday morning, the 8th inst., for the 
Chief Veterinary Inspector’s visit. This arrangement 
Sergt. Egerton promised to report to the Chief Con- 
stable by telephone forthwith. In spite of this, however, 
in less than one hour and a half after Sergt. Egerton 
and Mr. Harper had left my premises, a police officer 
served me with a declaration signed by Sergt. Egerton, 


stating that “anthrax was found to exist on the whole of 
my farm premises.” In about two hours afterwards ay 
officer came and stated that the Deputy Chief Constable 
had sent imperative orders that the deceased heifer 
must be buried immediately, against which order [ 
strongly protested until the Chief Veterinary Surgeon 
had examined and certified the cause of death. Later 
in the day an officer was sent to ascertain whether the 
instructions for burial were being carried out. I again 
objected, but after considerable pressure from the officer 
I very reluctantly consented to commence operations the 
following morning. Between 7 and 8 o’clock the same 
evening another officer came to say that Sergt. Egerton 
would attend next morning to see the buridl duly carried 
out. Accordingly the following morning (Wednesday), 
when Sergt. Egerton arrived [ desired to know the 
reason why the Chief Veterinary Inspector (Mr. Laith- 
wood) had not been called in to make a post-mortem as 
previously arranged. Sergt. Egerton then informed me 
that the Deputy Chief Constable had decided not to call 
in the Chief Veterinary Inspector, and urged me to bury 
the deceased animal there and then. I then absolutely 
refused to allow the burial to take place, saying that if 
the Chief Constable would not callin the county’s veter- 
inary specialist, I myself should certainly take the 
opinion of an expert. Upon this Sergt. Egerton went 
away, promising to report my decision to the Chief Con- 
stable. For my own protection, [ then wired to Mr. 
Darwell, M.R.C.V.S., of Northwich, to come immediately 
and make a post-mortem. Shortly afterwards Mr. Oakes, 
the Winsford Urban District Council’s inspector, came 
to show me a letter from Dr. Garstang (the medical 
officer of health), to the effect that no milk must be sold 
from my farm. In response to my telegram, Mr. Dar- 
well arrived, accompanied. by his assistant, and after 
making a careful examination of the deceased heifer, he 
ridiculed the idea of anthrax being present, and said the 
cause of death was due to “black quarter,” commonly 
known as “struck.” He took away a small portion of 
the spleen to submit to microscopic test, and promised 
to send his certificate by first post, which I duly received 
the following morning, certifying the cause of death as 
“carbuncular erysipelas,” commonly called “ black quar- 
ter.” Later on the same evening of Wednesday, the 9th 
inst., a police officer came to inform me that the Deputy 
Chief Constable would come with the County Veterinary 
Inspector (Mr. Laithwood) at 11.30 the following day 
(Thursday) to make their examination.” The result of 
their examination was a certificate, “ Not Anthrax.’ 
What I contend is that had my reasonable demands for 
further examination by the Chief Veterinary Inspector 
been complied with in the first instance, before anthrax 
was declared, no declaration of anthrax would have been 
made ; I should therefore have escaped the restrictions I 
was put under, and have been spared the anxiety and 
loss which I have consequently suffered. It must 
obvious to you that the responsibility of this serious 
mistake, with all its attendant consequences, must rest 
with the police for not more promptly securing the 
opinion of the County Veterinary Inspector, instead of 
wholly relying upon the decision of a person who is nota 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and 
also in announcing so serious a disease as anthrax to 
exist on my farm on the strength of that opinion. Had 
I not been determined to resist the strong and repeated 
aco amg of the police for the burial of the deceased 
eifer, before proper expert examination had been made, 
my farm wnat = in accordance with your decision, now 
be i under the stigma of being an infected area, 
and the results of the continued restrictions under which 
I should have been placed would have been most disas 
trous. In addition to all this, I should (as you were 
good enough to inform me) be liable to suffer the penal- 
ties of the law for not reporting to the police a previous 
death of a yearling which, like the case in question, was 
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one of “struck” (black quarter.) I think, after review- 
ing the facts of my case, you must admit that my claim 
to adequate compensation is only just and reasonable. 
The Act of Parliament is intended for the purpose of 
stamping Out contagious disease, and if farmers are to 
co-operate with the police in successfully carrying out the 
intentions of the Act, every encouragement and security 
should be given them in the reporting of cases of sickness 
amongst their herds ; but if the Contagious Diseases 
(Animals) Act is to be administered, as it undoubtedly 
has in my case, its intentions will be defeated, for the 
temptation will be to evade their legal duties, and the 
law loses a great part of its moral influence when it first 
tempts to violation of its provisions, and then punishes 
the offence. For the protection of myself and the far- 
mers in this district, may I ask for an assurance from you 
that you will lay all the facts of my case before the 
health committee of the County Council, with the view 
of preventing post-mortem examinations of live stock 
being conducted in future by any but members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and to take such 
measures as may be deemed advisable to avoid any 
future mistakes in the diagnosis and declaration of con- 
tagious disease, for mistakes in such grave matters 
should certainly be impossible. I am loth to trouble 
you with this detailed account of my case, but it occurs 
to me that you may not be in full possession of the facts 
exactly as they happened. 

To this Colonel Cope, Deputy Chief Constable of 
Cheshire, replies as follows :— 

Sir,—I beg to reply to your letter of the 23rd March, 
1898, in which you ask for an assurance that your case 
shall be laid before the County Council. The whole 
correspondence shall be laid before Colonel Hamersley 
(the chief constable and chief inspector C.D.A. Acts) for 
whom I have been actingin his absence. I am, however, 
unable to see any ground upon which you can claim com- 

nsation. After full enquiry, and from my own know- 
edge, the police procedure was conducted in accordance 
with the orders of the Board of Agriculture, and without 
delay or omission. The local inspector (Egerton) had 
no authority to call in the consulting V.S., and within 
five minutes of the receipt of his telegram informing me 
that you disputed the opinion of Mr. Harper, V.S., direc- 
tions were given for the Consulting V.S., Mr. Laithwood, 
to visit the premises ana report. I do not consider you 
have any cause for complaint against the police. I re- 

ret the diagnosis of Mr. Harper, but presume he was 

onestly of opinion that anthrax existed. As I pre- 
viously stated, Sergt. Egerton had no alternative but to 
act as he did, when once the V.S. certified a contagious 
disease. In order to minimize, so far as possible, any re- 
sults to you from the declarations, I took the unusual 
course, at your own request, of causing the local press to 
be informed that anthrax did not exist on your premises, 
the previous information that it did, not having been 
supplied by the police.” 

t will be noticed that the Colonel affixes to the names 
of the veterinary inspectors the same letters—V.S._ As 
a matter of fact Mr. Harper is a registered practitioner 
and Mr. Laithwood a F.R.C.V.8. The authorities in 
Cheshire might well devote attention to the arguments 
used by Mr. Slater in the latter part of his letter.— 


AN IMPORTANT ANTHRAX CASE. 


At Rugeley Petty Sessions on April 4th, before Sir 
Charles Foster and other magistrates, James Wibberley, 
of Yoxall, was charged under the Diseases of Animals 
Act, 1894, with cutting the carcase of a cow which at the 
time of its death was affected with anthrax ; and Wm. 

bottom, of Hamstall Ridware, the owner of the cow, 


was charged with abetting the commission of the offence. 
Mr. F, W. Richardson (Burton) appeared to prosecute 
and Mr. Armishaw (Rugeley) was for the defence. ; 

Mr. Richardson, in opening the case, said that the 
defendant Roobottom was a farmer at Hamstall Rid- 
ware, and that on the 11th March last a cow belonging 
to him died suddenly in a field at his farm. By the 
order of Roobottom the animal was stuck by a’ man 
named Hammond, and afterwards the defendant Wib- 
berly—who is an unqualified cattle doctor—was called in 
to see the beast. He ordered the animal to be cut open, 
and then cut off a piece of the spleen. This cutting 
would naturally cause an effusion of blood, and, by the 
Act under which the prosecution was brought, and also 
the Anthrax Order of 1895, issued by the Board of Agri- 
culture, this was an offence which rendered the defend- 
ant liable to a heavy penalty. The Anthrax Order pro- 
vided that in no case should the skin of the earease be 
cut, nor should anything be done to cause an effusion of 
blood. Roobottom undoubtedly concurred in the com- 
mission of the offence. The authorities, in the public 
interest, asked for a conviction in the present case, as the 
disease named anthrax was of an extremely serious 
nature, and communicable to human beings, in almost 
every case being fatal. 

Frederick William Hammond, of Hamstall Ridware, 
gave evidence to the effect that he, by Wibberley’s order, 
cut open the carcase, and the latter then cut off a portion 
of thespleen. Roobottom assisted him. Wibberley said 
it was a case of anthrax. 

Robert Lindsey, a farm labourer in) Roobottom’s 
employ, corroborated the last witness. 

Edward Reuben Edwards, M.R.C.V.S., of Barton- 
under-Need wood, said that on the 12th March he exam- 
ined the carcase of a cow at defendant Roobottom’s 
farm, on the instruction of the county authorities. Un- 
doubtedly the beast had suffered from anthrax. The ap- 
pearance of the spleen—with the history of the case—- 
was sufficient to indicate the disease without cutting it. 
al cutting of the spleen would cause effusion of 


Sergt. Wynn, stationed at Barton-under-Need wood, 
said the case was duly reported to him, and gave evidence 
as to the condition of the carcase on seeing it, in com- 
pany with last witness, the day after the occurrence. 

Mr. Armishaw, on behalf of the defendants, submitted 
that they had done no more than was necessary to ascer- 
tain the cause of the animal’s death, and that imme- 
diately he discovered it was anthrax Wibberley ordered 
the carcase to be left alone, and reported the case to the 
police. 

Mr. Richardson : By the Act the onus of proof that 
defendants were not aware of the nature of the disease 
at the time of the commission of the offence was thrown 
on the defence, and it was no part of the duty of the 
prosecution to prove such knowlecge on their part. 

Defendant Wibberley--in his evidence admitted that 
he cut a small portion of the spleen off, and that that 
would cause a slight effusion of blood. 

The defendant Roobottom, in giving evidence, said 
that he was unaware of the nature of the disease, but, in 
cross-examination, admitted that Wibberley, after saying 
it was a case of anthrax, cut off a portion of the animal's 
spleen. He (Roobottom) assisted in the opening of the 
carcase. 

The Chairman of the Bench said they were of opinion 
that the case against Roobottom should be dismissed, 
and also that against Wibberley, as the latter, although 
perhaps he had not acted in the case as he should have 
dene, was not guilty of an offence to a suflicient degree 
to warrant a conviction.—It was stated that the prose- 
cution would consider the advisability of carrying the case 
further.— Burton Chronicle. 


— 
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“VETERINARIES AT VARIANCE.” 


A Cow WaRRANTY CASE. 


His Honour Judge Steavenson held his Court at 
Brampton on Saturday, April 16th. 

Robert Wrathall, Keighley Road, Skipton, farmer and 
cattle dealer, sued John Holliday, Broomhills, Low Row, 
cattle dealer, for the recovery of £9 6s. loss incurred by 
plaintiff by the death of a cow purchased from defend- 
ant, and expenses connected therewith.— Mr. Broughton 
appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. Errington was for the 
defendant. 

Plaintiff stated that he saw defendant at Hetherington’s 
Mart on the 29th January. He saw a cow belonging to 
defendant passed through the ring, at £8. Defendant 
said, “ You have’nt bought my cow.” Witness said she 
looked rather dull, but if defendant would guarantee it 
he might buy it. Defendant said the cow calved on the 
Monday previously, and cleansed the same night, and he 
would guarantee it correct in every way. He bought it 
for £8. It was sent to Skipton that night, and was 
found dead in the truck next morning. Mr. Waller, 
V.S., made a post-mortem examination.—Cross-examined, 
witness said Holliday, himself, and Leonard Watson 
went and sawthe cow. Defendant might have said he 
intended to take the cow to Harrison’s. Witness did not 
remember saying that defendant would not get a penny 
more than £8 for it. Twelve animals were put into the 
truck, by a man named Thomason, who had loaded 
cattle for him for many years. He stated that the truck 
would hold twelve. Ifan animal got down in the truck, 


it could get up again.—Mr. Errington: If there was a 


crane to hoist her.—Witness was asked as to an inter- 
view with Mr. Hewitson, V.S., who, he stated, was intro- 
duced to him asa farmer.—Mr. Errington : Do you mean 


to say they deliberately foisted this man upon you as a 


farmer ?—Witness: Yes, they did. 

Mr. Waller, V.S., Skipton, stated that he had made a 
post-mortem examination of the cow, and certified that 
death was due to acute septic inflammation of the calf- 
bed, brought on by retention of portion of the cleansing. 
There was no sign of the animal being trampled to death 
in the waggon.—Cross-examined, witness said the animal 
had a few bruis-s, but they were not caused by tramp- 
ling. She might have been smothered as a result of 
jaying down, but that would not cause the appearances 

Saw. 

Mr. J. W. Hewson, V.S., Carlisle, gave expert evidence. 
—Cross-examined, witness said it was quite common for 
cows, suffering from sub-acute or chronic inflammation 
as this cow was on Friday night or Saturday morning, 
to die within twenty-four hours after first noticeable 
symptoms. The railway journey would help towards 
the animal’s death. Witness denied that smothering 
would cause swelling of the bowels, or that smothering 
would have any effect in decomposition. The cattle were 
Ayrshires, a small breed. 

Leonard Watson, cattle dealer, Aspatria, corroborated 
the evidence of plaintiff, and added that he drew the 
cow’s teats in the mart, and she seemed to milk all right. 
Cross-examined, witness heard defendant tell Mr. 
Wrathall that the cow had cleansed all right as far as he 
knew.—John Palmer produced documents in the case. 
One letter from Mr. Wrathall was to the effect that he 
thought it was as bad as pocket-picking for a man to 
sell a cow with the cleansing in her. 

George Johnson, yard foreman at the mart, said he 
was present when plaintiff met defendant and Mr. 
Hewitson, V.S., of Brampton, on the Tuesday after the 
sale. Defendant disputed the cause of death, and plain- 
tiff offered to pay the expenses of his veterinary to Skip- 
ton if he found the certificate was wrong. Plaintiff sent 
all his shorthorns and big cattle into Scotland, and his 
“black polies” and small beasts to Skipton. Witness 


had put thirteen beasts into a waggon, and they com- 
fortably filled it. 

Mr. Errington addressed the Court on the rules of the 
mart as to warranty, and said that under them the 
plaintiff must prove that the defendant knew of the 
fault in the cow, which he had not done.—The Judge 
said there was a distinct guarantee that the cow had 
cleansed, and this Mr. Errington must meet —-Mr, 
Errington pointed to the evidence of Watson that the 
warranty went only so far as defendaut knew. 

Defendant stated that the cow was attended at calv- 
ing by himself and wife. She milked and fed well 
afterwards. He had her overa year. He told plain- 
tiff he would take the cow home if she dig not make 
what he wanted. He told plaintiff she had cleansed all 
right, as far as he knew. On the Tuesday Mr. Hewit- 
son, V.S., was with him at the Mart when they saw 
plaintiff. In the course of couversation plaintiff asked 
to be introduced to Mr. Hewitson. Witness did so, and 
plaintiff asked him, “Are you a farmer?” Mr. Hewit- 
son said, “ Yes, sir.” They went into the office together, 
and the clerks in the office began to talk about inflam- 
mation. Plaintiff began to see that Mr. Hewitson was a 
veterinary, and when he learnt it he said, “I wont dis- 
cuss this matter with you,” and off he went.—Cross-ex- 
amined, witness could not say why he let the cow go at 
£8 after he had refused £8 in the ring for it. He 
changed his mind. Plaintiff bid for it in the ring.— Mrs, 
Holliday, defendant’s wife, said the cow had never hada 
day’s illness while with them. There was nothing 
with her after calving that witness saw. The night 
before she was sold she milked and fed as well as she 
always did. 

John Rutherford, Allansteads, stated that he saw the 
cow the day of the sale, and saw nothing wrong with 
her. When he heard the cow was dead he said it must 
have been smothered.—John Brown, farmer, Miller Hill, 
and Willian Baty, Carnetly, also gave evidence. 

Mr. Hewitson, V.S., Brampton, said Mr. Holliday told 
him the case on the Tuesday. Mr. Wrathall asked for 
an introduction, and defendant introduced him as Mr. 
Hewitson, from the Townfoot. Plaintiff asked witness 
if he was a farmer, and he said “ Yes.” After they got 
inside the office witness disputed that the cow should 
have died from acute septic metritis in so short a time. 
Plaintiff then asked him if he was a V.S., and he said he 
was. Witness described the symptoms of suffocation. 
Hle had never known or read of a cow dying of septic 
inflammation within twenty-four hours. The shortest 
period in his experience was two days, and it was gener- 
ally four or six days when death occurred. He doubted 
the evidence of Mr. Hewson on this point. Witness 
said he was a farmer, in “co.” with his father. He dis- 
agreed with both Mr. Hewson and Mr. Waller. The 
protrusion of the womb had nothing to do with metritis 
at all. He had been in practice about four years. He 
once saw a cow smothered at Armathwaite Station, 
before he was a veterinary. He did not live near a 
station now.—Mr. Broughton: Mr. Hewson does, you 
know.—Witness said he had seen sheep suffocated.—Mr. 
Broughton : Do you consider that your evidence is worth 
more than Mr. Waller’s and Mr. Hewson’s put together ! 
—Witness said his opinion with regard to the cow would 
have been better if he had seen it. 

James Flynn, Chapel Burn, farm servant, also gave 
evidence with regard to the cow calving. 

The Judge said he thought it better to decide the case 
on the warranty spoken of by the plaintiff. He believed 
that the defendant used the words “as far as he knew. 
He did not think a cow that was going to die in twenty- 
four hours of septic poisoning would have eaten as It 
had when it left the defendant’s in the morning. He 
thought it was done to death in the truck rather than 
that it died solely and wholly of septic inflammation, 


and his judgment must be for defendant. (Hear, hear). 


| 
a 
| | 
In 
fi Mr 
retur 
; i living 
grant 
: | ep 
Parli 
retur! 
they 
throu 
ing 
ment 
only 
mente 
ment 
actua 
| the « 
exper 
exper 
extrel 
numb 
dems. 
r. 
| return 
by went, 
with 
woulc 
The 
i | r. 
is no 
zling 
since 
| coura; 
last tl 
with 
figure 
| still g 
that 
| 1997. 
acont 
distar 
Trelan 
| —. 
Av 
horse: 
| és. 9d 
tingh: 
public 
| Ext 
Vet 
retires 
re 


398 


y com- 


of the 
m the 
of the 
Judge 
w had 
—-Mr. 
at the 


t calv- 
d well 
plain- 
make 
ed all 
Hewit- 
saw 
asked 
0, and 
He wit- 
ether, 
nflam- 
| was a 
it dis- 
)S8-€X- 


ation, 
ar a 
, you 
—Mr. 
vorth 
her ! 
vould 


May 7, 1898 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


VIVISECTION. 
In the House of Commons, 


Mr. CoLLincs (Birmingham, Bordesley) moved for a. 


return showing the number of experiments performed on 
living animals during the year 1897 under licences. 
nted under the Act 39 and 40 Vic., c. 77, distinguish- 
ing painless from painful experiments (in continuation of 
Parliamentary Paper No. 239 of Session 1897). 

Mr. Mac NEILL (Donegal, 8.) complained that these 
returns were incomplete and misleading, and added that 
they had been carefully suppressed from the public 
through a section of the Press. It appeared that accord- 
ing to the last published return there were 7,500 experi 
ments performed on living animals during the preceding 
year. This would ~~ the public to understand that 
only that number of living animals had been experi- 
mented upon, whereas each experiment involved treat- 
ment of aseries of animals. e wished to know the 
actual number of animals experimented upon. Again, 
the distinction drawn between painful and painless 
experiments was fallacious and deceptive. The actual 
experiment was <" enough, but the effects were 
extremely painful. The return should also give the 
= of visits paid by the inspectors to the vivisection 
ens. 

Mr. CoLLINGs repudiated the suggestion that these 
returns were not perfectly fair and honest so far es they 
went, but if the hon. gentleman would communicate 
with the Home Office his views as to the form of the 
report and as to making it more complete the matter 
would be considered. 

The return was agreed to. 


THE OrbDER IN IRELAND. 


In reply to Mr. FIELD, 

Mr. GERALD Batrour (Leeds, Central) said,—-There 
is no intenticn at present to relax or suspend the Muz- 
zling Order in Ireland. ‘The results of its operation 
since July last, when it came into force, are very en- 
couraging. During the half year ended December 31st 
last the number of cases of rabies was 162, as compared 
with 335 cases during the previous half-year. The 
figures for the first quarter of the present year show a 
still greater reduction, only 14 cases having occurred in 
that period, as compared with 150 in the first quarter of 
1897. In these circumstances, there is reason to hope that 
acontinued strict enforcement of the order may at no very 
—— date lead to the stamping out of rabies in 

reland. 


A Comprehensive Man. 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


A veterinary surgeon, farmer, miller, and dealer in | 
horses, cattle, corn, hay, and ale, with liabilities £3,613 
6s. 9d., and assets £1,192 1s. 4d., appeared at the Not- | 
tinghom Bankruptcy Court on the 20th April for his first | 
public examination. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazettee : 
War Orrice, April 26. 


Vet.-Lieut.-Col. John Cornelius Dwyer is placed on 
retired pay. (April 23rd). 
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Vet.-Lieut. Millar (attached) arrived in India with 
headquarters and service troops, 9th Lancers, in the 
Clive. 

wing to the constant changes of station the regi- 
mental bear of the 17th Lancers has been presented “ 


, the Dublin Zoo, so much ditticulty having been experi- 


enced in the way of transport. 

Vet.-Major 8. Longhurst, on arrival in India from 
Aldershot, has been appointed to the Chief Station 
Veterinary Hospital, Bangalore. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THE WALLEY MEMORIAL FUND. 


(An Australian View.) 
Sir, 

In your issue of Feb. 5th appears a notice of a meeting 
of the committee and subscribers of the above fund at 
which certain conditions to be attached to the trustee- 
ship were proposed and agreed to. Inthe third condition 
I notice that the examination be open to any veterinary 
student in the United Kingdom, who shall have since 
the previous October passed the C or third examination 
under the four years course of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. On behalf of the students of the 
Melbourne Veterinary College I would ask, why confine 
it to veterinary students of the United Kingdom? On 
referring to the subscription list it will be seen that the 
students of the Melbourne Veterinary College subscribed 
their quota towards the fund, so that according to usual 
British fair play they should be entitled to compete for 
the prize, more especially as according to the fourth 
condition the examination is to be wholly a written one. 

Then, again, in your issue of January Ist I notice in a 
letter from the Treasurer that two veterinary colleges 
had subscribed, and as a subscription certainly left here 
I conclude that this is one of them, and surely we have 
a better right to compete than those who have not sub- 
scribed. 

The course of the Melbourne Veterinary College ex- 
tends over a period of four years, and since the amended 
regulations to the Veterinary Surgeons Act of Victoria 
were confirmed by the Governor in Council in December 
last, and gazetted, the curriculum has been brought up 
to the English standard—the syllabus being identica 
with it—so that I fail to see why we should be neglected 
altogether. 

I understand that application has been made to have 
the Melbourne Veterinary College affiliated with the 
Royal College, so that graduates of this College may 
have the opportunity of presenting themselves for 
examination for the diploma of the Royal College of 
Veterinary surgeons. 

It appears that the examinations are now almost 
wholly written, and it would be a simple matter to send 
out the examination papers untler seal to the Veterinary 
Board of Victoria and after the examination the students’ 
papers returned in a similar manner, so that the exami 
ners of the Royal College could satisfy themselves as to 


the eligibility‘of our graduates for their diplomas. 


I think it highly desirable that there should be uni- 
formity of qualification throughout the British domiu- 
ions so that graduates of this College-—and I see no 
reason why those from any other college where the 
course is the same—could enter for the still higher 
degree of the Royal College of Veterinary surgeons and 
might be induced to compete the world over, ; 

Australians have acquitted themselves well in their 
competitions with the “mother country” in military 
matters, athletics, etc., and they have the audacity to 


believe that they could hold their own in the veterinary 
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profession, and are only waiting the opportunity to be 
put to the test. Though severed by distance we are 
the same in origin, sentiment, language and loyalty, and 
prefer federation to separation, and the students here 
are desirous of having Professor Walley’s name revered 
and appreciated amongst them for all time, as are those 
of the old country. . 

In conclusion, I have to thank you on behalf of the 
students for so regularly forwarding copies of The Veteri- 
nary Record to the Students Society.—I am, etc., 

A. L. Ropertson. 


March 18, 1898. Student M.V.C. 


OPERATION FOR BOG-SPAVIN. 
ir, 

On Saturday last Mr. Deans, veterinary surgeon, of 
Bishop Auckland, being in Scotland operating on several 
cases of distension of joints with synovia, Principal Mc- 
Call took the opportunity of inviting Mr. Deans to uper- 
ate in the presence of students, Dr. McCall, Mr. J. Me- 
Call, Mr. Houston, V.S., Paisley, Mr. Wm. Robb, V.S., 
Glasgow, and others. The case was one of “bog 
spavin.” 

The instrument used was Mr. Deans’ own invention, 
and is simplicity itself combined with efficiency. It is 
an aspirator and injector combined, the fluid being drawn 
from the joint, and any liquid can be injected with the 
same instrument and at the same time without the intro- 
duction of any air. . 

This operation has had a phenominal success in Seot- 
land amongst Clydesdale breeders, and not later. than 
Saturday last, at the Glasgow show, the mare that was 
second in the open class and first in produce class had 
been operated on for bog spavin by Mr. Deans last June, 
and since then has won several prizes. 


Principal McCall went to Edinburgh on Monday to 


see Mr. Deans do two operations, and expressed himself 
highly pleased with same, and ordered one of the instru- 
ments, which are made by Messrs. Arnold & Sons.— 
Yours faithfully, 
A STUDENT. 

[This is an extremely interesting communication, but 
why the writer refrained from signing his name we cannot 
comprehend —Ep.}) 


VETERINARY SANITATION. 


Dear Sir, 

At the meeting of the Central V.M.S. on the 7th April 
the lecturer drew a very optimistic picture of the future 
of our profession. As years and experience pass over his 
intelligent and youthful head, may the painting of that 
agen become a reality. He says “I think our ideas of 

ife, our standard of comfort, has changed, and that 
instead of being content to manage on £120 a year, the 
V.S. must now have his £150 or £200.” The extra few 
— would not bring much extra comforts!!! The 
ecturer is easily satistied evidently. Further. he says 
“ Before [ thought of entering the veterinary profession 
I was a farm pupil for some years.” He is evidently 
even now quite a young man, and having, as he says, 
passed some years as a farm pupil, his practical experi- 
ence of veterenary matters must necessarily be small. I 
quite agree with his remarks as to “the lamentably 
deficient ventilation in houses for cattle and horses.” 
Personally I have noticed some cattle sheds and stables 
that literally stink, and no doubt to this cause is to be 
attributed the origin and existence of such diseases as 
glanders, tuberculosis, etc. It seems to me very strange 
that the attendants on animals, in a large number of 
instances, do their utmost to exclude every possible 
atom of air, fearing draughts, but forgetting that they 
are poisoning the poor animals, and that they are stew- 
ing in their own exhalation. 


What is the use of “stamping out” this and other 
diseases whilst we neglect the cause of the whole trouble, 
I am decidedly of opinion that animals do not require so 
much protection trom the weather as we give them. 
They would be far better with more air and better 
lighted houses. Not long since I entered a cowshed at 
night that was so hot, and the odour from breath and 
general exhalations so great, that I was compelled to go 
outside, otherwise I am sure I should have fainted, 
What about the poor cows who had to breathe 
this reeking atmosphere all night. No wonder 
the cowman was ill, and looked like a_ con- 
sumptive patient!!! [ am very mucp more in- 
clined to Mr. Taylor’s views as expressed at the 
“Central.” There are many youthful veterinary sur- 
geons flaming and roaring round the country and instrue- 
ting farmers and others in veterinary matters, which [ 
am much inclined to think is “ giving away” our pro- 
fession. It may do these “lecturers” some good in 
gaining notoriety and some clients which frequently they 
are not able to hold even when they have obtained them. 
—I am, yours faithfully, 

AS. 


PUBLIC DUTIES. 
ir, 

Judging from the remarks you made at the meeting 
of the Central Veterinary Medical Society I conclude 
that you are in favour of veterinary surgeons taking a 
prominent part in local politics, and trying to become 
members of local bodies. 

I hold identical views, and have done so for some 
years past. Without wishing to be egotistical I write 
to inform you that in this country town, with a ve 
large union, [| am a member of the District Council 
Board of Guardians, a member of the Parish Council, a 
member of the Highway Board, and a director of the 
Gas Company. 

Pretty well, I think, for a professional man witha 
large practice. 


Thornbury, Glo’shire, 
April 27th, 1898. 


JoHN C. JAMES. 


THE LATEST MODE OF ADVERTISING. 
Dear Sir, 

I have noticed from time to time grievances varied 
and many, in your journal 7 advertising, and have come 
to the conclusion that it is now time for me to bring 
before the profession the “latest mode of advertising,’ 
which is in the form of a double card, the front adorned 
with a “fox’s head,” and “With compliments, 
Veterinary Intirmary, N 

The inside contains a list of the different packs of 
hounds which hunt in the district, number of hounds in 
each pack, and distances of the meets from Newbury. 
It is certainly very neat, nice, kind, and becoming for a 
“horse dealer,” but fora fully qualified V.S. to send these 
“catch cards” out does certainly savour of anything 
other than professional etiquette. 

I truct that the Registration Committee will promptly 
put a stop to such conduct.—Yours etc., 
JoHN A. CRaArt. 


Communications, Books, AND PAPERS RECEIVED :—Messrs. 
Jno. Dunstan, E. R. Edwards, J, A. Thompson, J. A. Craft. 
Agricultural Journal (Natal), Farmers’ Gazette, The British 
Dental Journal, The Burton Chronicle. 

We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters 
worth bringing under the notice of the profession, a0 
thankful to any friends who may send us cuttings from 


local papers, containing facts of interest. 
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